Dear Sir I wish to bring to your kind notice an apparent discrepancy noted by me regarding recovery from paraplegia following an aortic saddle embolus complicating an acute myocardial infarction. In their article on spinal stroke, Silver and Buxton describe 11 cases of spinal stroke, of which only one was consequent to an aortic saddle embolism.! This patient underwent embolectomy for a saddle embolus, but recovered neurological function to the extent that the patient walked out of the hospital and went back to work. No mention is made of the time duration between onset of paraplegia and embolectomy, although, going by the chronology of events described, a rough estimate would put it within 12 hours of the spinal stroke.
